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BASIC OBEDIENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Dog’s Name: ______________________________         Breed: _______________

Owner’s Name: _________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

                  ________________________________________

Daytime Phone:  ____________________   Evening Phone: ____________________

Email: ___________________________                       Gender: M/F _______

 Spayed/Neutered: _________                   Dog’s Age: ____________

 Any Previous Training?  Please describe: ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Is your dog aggressive towards other dogs? _________

Has your dog ever bitten another dog or human? _________

Any information you want us to know about your dog that may be helpful for success in training? ___________________________________________________________________________________

Office Only:

Block of Time Purchased:   ____8 wks.          ____12 wks.      ____16 wks.

Starting Week:  _______________        Ending Week:  _________________

 Payment:     Amount $_____________      __Cash     __Check     __Credit Card                                                      

                                                                                               ________Check Number
Client Agreement

 BASIC OBEDIENCE CUES TAUGHT IN CLASSES:  (On Leash)

Each level teaches specific cues and behaviors.  Dogs must be able to perform cues in order to graduate to the next level of training.  Owners may stay in each level until comfortable enough to move forward.  No pressure is given to advance.  

Class lessons are ongoing weekly.  Owners must call in advance to reserve a spot in class. Failure to call in advance does not hold you a spot in class.  Class will be cancelled if no participants are attending that particular day. 

The trainer will supply the owners with homework sheets to be practiced during the week. The owner is required to work daily with their dog daily on strengthening all commands taught.

THE OWNER UNDERSTANDS AND AGREES THAT THEY ARE BEING TRAINED                    TO TRAIN THEIR DOG.  WITHOUT 100% COOPERATION WITH THE TRAINER, THE DOG WILL NOT GET TRAINED. 

BASIC OBEDIENCE:  The trainer is responsible for training the owner to train the dog(s) on all cues and behaviors for each level. The owner understands that they are being trained to train their dog(s) and that without 100% cooperation, as well as consistent reinforcement the dog will not get trained. The owner is ultimately responsible for the dog's final outcome.

CANCELLATIONS:  Training program fees are non refundable unless approved at the discretion of the trainer.  Owners may be entitled to a refund due to circumstances beyond the owner’s control.  

Paw It Forward Dog Training, LLC. Cannot make any guarantee regarding the outcome of any training / counseling program. The owner assumes full and complete responsibility for the dog’s behavior during and after the training / consulting program.

 LIABILITY: I, X_____________________________ as the legal owner/agent of the above mentioned pet(s), having carefully read and fully understanding this agreement, do hereby waive and release “Paw It Forward Dog Training, LLC” from any and all liability of any nature. This includes any injury, death, sickness or damage my pet may suffer during or after any training program. I also agree to indemnify and hold harmless “Paw It Forward Dog Training, LLC” from any and all claims due to damage the pet may cause to any family members or any third parties during or after training.

MISCELLANEOUS: The owner / agent will be responsible for purchasing all necessary equipment that the trainer recommends for training the dog(s).

Owners understand that they are purchasing blocks of time to complete training.  Owners understand that they may purchase additional weeks once their block of time is expired.  Your dog’s success depends on effort made on your part to work with your dogs.  Owners understand that your dog will not proceed to the next level until they meet the requirements of cues and behaviors taught in their current level.  

Owner/Agent Signature: __________________________________ 

Date:  __________________________________________

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT: We must have your completed registration form and payment prior to you starting your first class.  You can pay via cash, paypal to jeannie@pawitforwardllc.com (links on website), check or credit card.  If paying by check please make check payable Paw It Forward Dog Training.   

WHAT TO BRING TO YOUR FIRST CLASS:  If we do not already have it, please bring a COPY of your dog’s Rabies certificate and up to date shot records, some high value food treats, a standard collar and leash and you! We must have this in order for your dog to start in the program.   A BORDETELLA SHOT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED (KENNEL COUGH).  THERE IS A RISK OF EXPOSURE IN ANY SETTING WHERE DOGS GROUP TOGETHER INCLUDING KENNELS, BOARDING, DAYCARE, GROOMING AND TRAINING FACILITIES.  

CALENDAR & CLASS SCHEDULES:

Each level is taught a few times a week on different days and times.  Always check the calendar online at www.pawitforwardllc.com for updates. Classes are taught depending on enrollment. If one person signs up, class WILL take place.  If no one signs up, class will NOT take place.  

YOU MUST CALL TO RESERVE A SPOT: You must reserve a spot in a particular class in advance.  Best method to tell me is via Text Message (518-522-5668), Email (jeannie@pawitforwardllc.com) or phone call.  Space is limited.  If you do not give enough notice, I cannot guarantee you a spot in that particular class.    

CLASS CANCELLATION POLICY:   Classes can be cancelled due to lack of enrollment, bad weather or vacation.  If I am on vacation, your class time will be extended by the number of days that class may be cancelled. Classes will not take place from 5/22 to 5/31.   If the schools are closed for bad weather, classes will be cancelled as well. 

SICKNESS:  If your dog is sick, please do not bring them to class.  Your dog will not benefit from class when not feeling well.  Please schedule to attend the next session.  If your dog has a form of kennel cough, or contagious disease, please keep him/her out of training, and I will extend your training for the amount of time your dog is absent. 

EQUIPMENT:  Please bring some HIGH VALUE tasty treats that your dog will ONLY get for training.  Real meat works best like Chicken or hotdogs (even steak!). A buckle or nylon collar, or a standard leash (NO flexi leashes please) and your clicker (if you’re using one).  Please, no prong/choke collars. I will gladly fit your dog with an anti pull harness.

You can purchase a Gentle Leader Easy Walk Harness; slip leashes in 4 or 6 feet, training treats and clickers right at training.  They will be less expensive than purchasing them online or at the pet stores and I can fit your dog properly for the right harness. 

DRESS APPROPRIATELY:  Please wear comfortable clothes and shoes or sneakers.  This is dog training, not a fortune 500 meeting.  You will be interactive with your dog.  Heels and flip flops probably won’t be comfortable for you.

INFORMATION HANDOUTS:  Please read your handouts.  This information will help you to understand the training process, help with problem areas and help you implement good leadership with your dog. 

WHAT ARE LEADERSHIP EXERCISES?
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Leadership exercises are things you can do to help your dog become balanced and remain in a follower position in your family.   We all love to love our dogs.  There’s nothing wrong with that.  A human’s natural instinct is to nurture, and what a perfect thing to nurture, your dog.  This makes you think of your relationship with your dog as mother and child.  Our human emotions such as love, empathy, and sadness, angry, jealousy are all human emotions.  Although dogs have emotions, dogs don’t share these emotions the way humans do. We may think they do, putting THEIR thoughts in OUR heads “My dog is jealous”.  No, the dog is demanding attention.  “My dog is mad and growling at me.”  No, the dog is protesting your authority. “My dog knows I left him home because he’s bad” No, he knows you left.  Dogs only react to what is going on at that current time. They do not think about the future or the past, they react. 

This is the mindset of today’s domesticated dog.  All dogs, all breeds.  So owners ask, what did they do wrong? They provide a loving home, lots of attention and love.  The answer is, the dog thinks differently than us, and is interpreting our every move, our emotions, state of mind and body language. Dogs either LEAD or FOLLOW.  You must lead, they must follow. If the roles are reversed, you will see unwanted behaviors including different types of aggression. If your dog sees weakness (human is unstable); they know there must be a leader so they challenge your position. If you give in, they win. Then trouble starts brewing. If you show leadership, he will be happy to be dog. That’s all he wants, to be a dog.  This has nothing to do with physical punishment, just good leadership.

Does that automatically make them aggressive? No.  Although some bad breeding can contribute to aggression, it is a learned behavior. But by understanding how dogs think, you’ll realize many of the common behavior problems dogs have stem lack of leadership.  Barking, jumping, growling, destructive chewing, are just to name a few and the biggest issue, aggression.  Here are exercises that should be done in order for you to establish your leadership.  You see, when you do this, your dog is actually relieved. They don’t want to be in a leadership position, it’s stressful to them, and they just want to be a dog.  

Here are some good rules to live by to help your dog become … your dog!

Should you eat before your dog?:  If possible, yes.  Because in the dog world,  the Alpha dog eats first. By this simple routine, you dog is seeing you in a different way. In a leadership role.  You control food.  Make them work for it by doing a simple basic obedience cue such as sit and wait.  Is this carved in stone? No, but your dog should work for his meal even if just doing a simple sit/stay and wait. 

Allowing on beds or furniture:  There isn’t anything wrong with having your dog sit on the couch with you or your bed, you just need to be the one to “invite” them.  They should not be allowed to just freely jump up whenever they want. You must invite the up and let them know when you want them to get down.  Again, you control movement.

 Do I have to walk through a doorway first?.   It helps. Why? The Alpha dog leads, always. This sends a clear message to your dog that you are in charge.  This is debated among trainers, but I believe it to be fact. Dogs either lead or follow, this helps them follow.  Dogs follow when invited in and out of places.  

Try not to give affection for free. Why? To a dog, they read energy (our emotions).  Cuddling is a human emotion.  I’m not saying to never pet your dog, but make your dog work for affection by doing simple obedience cues. Just by asking your dog to sit before you hug and pet tells him that affection is on your terms. This also reinforces teaching basic obedience.  Again, you control affection.

Put your dog on a “No Free Lunch” policy.  What does that mean? It means don’t give your dog’s favorite things to them for free. You own everything, including your dog’s toys and food.   When teaching basic obedience, you want your dog to “work” for their reward.  If your dog has 10 tennis balls in the home, what’s to say he’s going to work for one while training? The same goes for food treats.  Why should he work for it if he knows he’s going to get it for free anyway?

Take your dog for a walk.  How does this help?  The walk is an instinctual event for your dog.  In their world, a walk means, “follow the leader”.   Never allow your dog to pull you or walk in front of you.  Does your dog get excited and become a lunatic when he sees the leash? Why not, he’s in charge and he’s taking YOU for a walk today. Teach your dog to walk calm on a leash. You control the walk. 

Teach your dog basic obedience.  Why? If your dog jumps on you and you give attention. He wins. He got what he demanded from you.    If your dog barks for your attention and you give it to him, he wins.  See the point?  Make sure your dog knows all basic obedience cues such as sit, down, stay, heel, touch, focus, come, and walk calmly on a leash.  This makes for a much pleasant experience as a dog owner and your dog will love you for it.  Again, you ask of them, they get from you.

Let your dog come to you.  Why?  By you going to your dog to give him something, you are doing “for him”.  He should be doing for “you”.  If he wants something, have him come to you to get it.  This also reinforces the “come when called” cue.  Very important in training.

As you can see, none of these techniques are physical punishment.  My training philosophy is that positive reinforcement training goes much farther than physical punishment in winning your dog’s trust and respect. No dog should be harmed physically for any reason.   I strongly believe that physical corrections should ONLY be used as a last resort for a dog who is in jeopardy of being re-homed, taken to a shelter or in jeopardy of being euthanized due to behavior problems and has not responded to positive reinforcement training already.  Are there dogs out there like this? Yes, unfortunately. Their fault? No.  Our fault.  It’s not the breed, it’s the human who raised the breed.  I do NOT see a leash correction as physical punishment.  

What about when they are well behaved? Well, then you are doing an excellent job.  As your dog’s behavior improves, you can give him privileges back.  If you always had your dog sleep on your bed with you, then if he understands his place, let him continue to do so. When he reverts back to bad behavior, enforce the leadership exercises again until your dog earns privileges again.    

As a last note, remember most problem behaviors you find annoying are only the “symptom” of a larger problem.    Training needs to fix the “problem” first, not the symptom.  By practicing good leadership skills, you’ll find that those behaviors you needed training with, will start to disappear when you practice good leadership.  Don’t forget, your dog is a part of your family and should be treated with respect. Your dog should live “with” you as part of your immediate family. They love you unconditionally, no matter what. Give them the life they deserve, a great one.  They are pack animals and want to be with you.  If you take on the responsibility of a dog, remember, it’s for the life of the dog.  Training is part of it.  

                    If you become frustrated with you dog for bad behavior, ask yourself “What am I doing wrong?” not “Why is my dog doing this to me?”  Your dog’s behavior is a direct reflection of your own energy and actions.

"My goal in life is to be as good of a person as my dog already thinks I am" -author unknown
Written by Jeannie Oakley, ABC Certified Dog Trainer

Paw It Forward Dog Training, LLC.
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Is your dog making you crazy? Are you dealing with jumping up, chewing, barking or pulling on leash? Maybe all of the above? Or are those four things just the tip of the iceberg?

Here are 6 things you can do right to change your dog's behavior now:

1. Establish consistent rules - before you start anything make sure everyone in the family is reading from the same playbook. No amount of training is going to work unless the entire family is following and enforcing the same rules. Get it together! 

2. Reward the good stuff - yes, the essence of positive reinforcement is rewarding the behaviors we want so our dog offers those behaviors more frequently. But are you doing this when you aren't "training" or "practicing?" Start rewarding your dog all of the time, and you will see those behaviors more often. 

3. Ignore the bad stuff - if it isn't unsafe, what's the risk? Try ignoring the undesirable behavior and it may go extinct.  If you are not prepared to really and truly ignore a behavior, it's not going to go away. 

4. Time out! - At your wit's end? Calmly and firmly give your dog a "time out." Pick out a spot - contrary to popular belief the crate is just fine - and place your dog there for a time out. Time outs are not loud, scary or very long: the point of a time out is social isolation, only for 30 seconds or at most a couple of minutes. Make the connection between the undesired behavior and the time out clear, and you'll see an improvement. As a bonus, you'll get a chance to regroup yourself. 

5. Exercise - are you seeing a lot of rambunctious behavior? Chances are your dog is not getting enough exercise and is a little bored. Dogs, especially adolescents from 6 months to 2 years old, need a lot of exercise. Play some fetch, find a place to let your dog run, trying feeding from toys like the kong, canine genius or tug-a-jug, and you'll hit the daily double: a tired dog and a happy human. 

6. Training – these are trainer notes. You knew this was coming, right? But training is on this list for a specific reason. There's a lot more to training than just teaching dog new behaviors. Good dog training helps you learn how to communicate with your dog. You'll learn how to read your dog's cues more effectively and how to send her more effective cues yourself. 
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Jeannie Oakley, Certified Dog Trainer             www.pawitforwardllc.com

